
Philosophy Courses 

Fall 2021 

1 

 

PHIL 001 Introduction to Philosophy (4) 

Prof. Barry Hulsizer 

MWF 10:45- 11:35 AM 

 

Philosophy is a broad discipline which critically addresses many different branches of human experience. 

Aesthetics, politics, ethics, religion and even the structure of the world have all represented great sources of 

philosophical discussion in both eastern and western traditions. Study of historical and contemporary texts will 

introduce students to this vast philosophical universe and provide the skills necessary to benefit from its further 

exploration. Course not open to seniors. (HU) 

 

PHIL 001 Introduction to Philosophy (4) 

Prof. Filippo Casati 

TR 12:10-1:25 PM 

 

Philosophy is a broad discipline which critically addresses many different branches of human experience. 

Aesthetics, politics, ethics, religion and even the structure of the world have all represented great sources of 

philosophical discussion in both eastern and western traditions. Study of historical and contemporary texts will 

introduce students to this vast philosophical universe and provide the skills necessary to benefit from its further 

exploration. Course not open to seniors. (HU) 

 

PHIL 001 Introduction to Philosophy (4) 

Prof. Nathan Schmidt  

TR 3:00-4:15 PM 

 

Philosophy is a broad discipline which critically addresses many different branches of human experience. 

Aesthetics, politics, ethics, religion and even the structure of the world have all represented great sources of 

philosophical discussion in both eastern and western traditions. Study of historical and contemporary texts will 

introduce students to this vast philosophical universe and provide the skills necessary to benefit from its further 

exploration. Course not open to seniors. (HU) 

 

PHIL 090 Brains and Minds (4) 

Prof. Mark Bickhard 

TR 3:00-4:15 PM 

 

How do brains work that they realize minds?  Or do they?  We will look at how the nervous system functions; at 

contemporary models of how these functions might realize mental phenomena; at some problems with these 

contemporary models; and briefly at an alternative approach to modeling how psychological phenomena might be 

realized in the nervous system. 
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PHIL 090 Native American Philosophy (4) 

Prof. Patrick Connolly 

MW 12:10-1:25 PM 

 

This course examines the philosophical views of various American Indian communities on topics such as truth, 

knowledge, identity and the self, causation, and ethics.  Indigenous approaches to these issues are compared with 

one another and with Euro-American approaches.  These comparisons provide a framework in which to ask 

whether a distinctive and unified American Indian philosophy exists amidst the views of various culturally and 

linguistically distinct indigenous communities.  We will also explore contemporary American Indian thought as it 

relates to colonialism and anti-colonialism, sovereignty, and resistance. 

 

PHIL 095 Is God Dead? Past, Present, Future (4) 

Prof. Christopher Driscoll 

MW 9:20-10:35 AM 

  

Is God Dead?  Some people think so.  Do you?  Come decide for yourself.  This course looks at the idea of god in 

Western philosophy and theology, with particular attention to death of god movement(s), and the changing shape 

of these movements in light of culture wars and identity politics.  The course surveys key thinkers to ask 

questions about the origins, functions, and future of god and gods in the contemporary world.  Posed as an 

ongoing question-Is god dead?-the course is for anyone interested in the idea of god past, present, future. (HU) 

 

PHIL 102 Philosophical Thinking (4) 

Prof. Ricki Bliss 

TR 1:35-2:50 PM 

 

We can think philosophically about almost any topic: mathematics, ethics, ordinary objects, explanations, race, 

even philosophy itself. But if philosophy has no special subject matter, what exactly is it? Philosophy is a 

distinctive kind of activity - an activity that involves certain ways of thinking and certain kinds of conceptual 

tools. This class will familiarize students both with the tools philosophers take for granted and with philosophical 

patterns of reasoning and argumentative strategies that go beyond basic critical thinking. (HU) 

 

PHIL/MATH 114 Symbolic Logic (4) 

Prof. Aladdin Yaqub 

TR 3:00-4:15 PM 

 

Symbolic Logic is an introduction to logical theory. Our primary goal is to study the notions of logical 

consequence and provability as well as related concepts such as consistency and contingency. Thus, the central 

question that we will try to answer is this: What exactly does it mean to say that some conclusion is a logical 

consequence of or is provable from a certain collection of premises? In order to answer this question (and related 

ones) as clearly and rigorously as possible, we will develop three symbolic logical systems: Term Logic, 

Sentence Logic, and Predicate Logic. No college training in philosophy or mathematics is presupposed. (MA) 

 

PHIL/ETH/HMS/REL 116 Bioethics (4) 

Prof. Patrick Connolly 

MW 1:35-2:50 PM 

 

Moral issues that arise in the context of health care and related biomedical fields in the United States today, 

examined in the light of the nature and foundation of moral rights and obligations. Topics include: 

confidentiality, informed consent, euthanasia, medical research and experimentation, genetics, and the 

distribution of health care. (HU) 
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PHIL 128 Philosophy of Science (4) 

Prof. Nathan Schmidt 

TR 12:10-1:25 PM 

 

Science obviously works, and newer theories surely are better than the theories they replace, but why does 

science work, how does it work, and in what sense is it progressive? Is science a revelation of reality, or an 

account of evolving human experience? Are scientists rational? Is scientific reasoning logical? This course 

surveys the wide range of 20th century responses to these surprisingly elusive, and surprisingly still open, 

questions. (HU) 

 

PHIL 131 Ancient Philosophy (4) 

Prof. Gordon Bearn 

TR 9:20-10:35 AM 

 

We will study the origins of philosophy in the ancient world. Our emphasis will be on the early Mediterranean 

cultures of Egypt, Greece, and the Greek colonies on the coasts of Anatolia and the Italian peninsula. Although 

with less intensity, we will also be looking at texts from ancient India and China. Many of these texts show us 

philosophy as an ethical or spiritual practice which in the work of Hadot, Foucault, and Cavell is experiencing 

something of a 21st century renaissance. 

 

PHIL 171 Independent Study (1-4) 

Various Philosophy Faculty 

 

Individual philosophical investigation of an author, book, or topic, designed in collaboration with a philosophy 

professor. Tutorial meetings, substantial written work. Consent of faculty instructor required. (HU) 

 

PHIL 196 Legal Philosophy 

Prof. John Gillroy 

MW 1:35-2:50 PM 

 

This course will examine how philosophical argument is used to justify collective legal authority. What ideas and 

principles make the public law of government or public policy choice legitimate? What role does/should law play 

in organizing human collective action toward the satisfaction of the public interest? Are all definitions of the 

public interest created equal? In addition to the study of selected philosophical systems and policy choices, the 

course will teach the skills of writing legal argument.  

 

PHIL 228 Philosophical Issues in Psychiatry and Psychology (4) 

Prof. Ricki Bliss 

TR 12:10-1:35 PM 

 

In this course, we will examine some of the philosophical issues that lurk beneath the surface of psychiatry and 

psychology, asking questions such as ‘what is a mental illness?’, ‘what is it to be normal?’, ‘what is a unified 

mind?’, ‘is psychiatry a science?’ ‘Is mental illness a problem for brains or for minds?’ and ’to what extend do 

value judgements and normatively enter into psychiatric diagnoses and care?’. Although no knowledge of 

psychiatry will be required, we will familiarize ourselves with the works of both psychiatrists and philosophers, 

as well as reading first-person reports of experiences with various illnesses. (HU) 
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PHIL 239 Philosophical Ideal of America (4) 

Prof. Filippo Casati  

TR 3:00-4:15 PM 

 

It is impossible to deny that, during the last century, the United States of America played an important role in 

defining some of the essential features of our world. And, for this reason, Chersterton was probably right when he 

noticed that, at some point, America ceased to be a country and became 'an ideal'. During this course, we will try 

to have a better grasp on this American ideal. Through the work of philosophers  (e.g. Stanley Cavell), literary 

critics (e.g. Harold Bloom), artists (e.g. Jasper Johns), composers (e.g. Philip Glass) and movie directors (e.g. 

Martin Scorsese), we will try to analyze how America has been understood and its significance for our lives. 

(HU) 

 

PHIL 260 Philosophy of Language (4) 

Prof. Aladdin Yaqub  

TR 7:15-8:30 PM 

 

Philosophy of language is arguably the most central area of analytic philosophy. On the one hand, it is thought 

that many philosophical questions can be answered or at least made clearer and sharper by analyzing the language 

in which these questions are couched. On the other hand, questions about aspects of language, such as meaning 

and reference, can lead to metaphysical and epistemological positions. Philosophy of language is also linked to 

issues in other areas of philosophy such as philosophy of mind and logic. In this course, we will read and discuss 

some of the classics of philosophy of language. Our emphasis will be on careful textual interpretation and 

argument analysis rather than on the volume of readings. We will try to cover a representative variety of the 

landscape of philosophy of language. However, given the vastness of this landscape, we have no choice but to be 

very selective. (HU) 

 

PHIL 271 Independent Study (1-4) 

Various Philosophy Faculty  

 

Individual philosophical investigation of an author, book, or topic designed in collaboration with a philosophy 

professor. Tutorial meetings; substantial written work. Must have completed one HU- designated course in 

philosophy. Consent of faculty instructor required. 

 

PHIL/ES 301 

           ES 401 

Philosophical Policy & Legal Design (3 or 4) 

Prof. John M. Gillroy 

W 4:25-7:05 PM 

 

A basic class on the idea of policy design, as opposed to standard economic analysis of public policy and its 

application to various domestic and international areas of law, including environmental law. The course will 

introduce Philosophical-Policy Methods, or the protocol employing integrated philosophical systems to justify 

specific policy-legal design arguments, through the use of a variety of distinct policy paradigms. 

 

PHIL 371 Advanced Independent Study (1-4) 

Various Philosophy Faculty  

 

Individual philosophical investigation of an author, book, or topic designed in collaboration with a philosophy 

professor. Tutorial meetings; substantial written work. Must have completed one HU designated philosophy 

course at 200-level or higher, and have consent of instructor.  
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PHIL 390 Honors Thesis I (4) 

Various Philosophy Faculty  

 

The first part of two semesters of intensive research and writing supervised by the philosophy faculty thesis 

advisor in anticipation of completing a senior thesis in philosophy. Individual tutorials; substantial written work. 

Senior standing as a philosophy major and permission of the philosophy faculty thesis advisor required. (HU) 

 

PHIL 391 Honors Thesis II 4) 

Various Philosophy Faculty  

 

Continuation and completion of PHIL 390 under the guidance of the thesis advisor. Consent of thesis advisor 

required. (HU) 


